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MEMBER of the CONVENTION. 


STK 


Hear you are elefted a Member of this next Convention, and therefore expe& to ſee you 
very {uddenly in Town, bur 1 can tell you my mind more freely in Writing,and you may 
think berter of it when you ſee it before you, and therefore I have rather choſe to give you 
the trouble of this Paper, than to leave all to a perſonal Conference at our next meeting. 

I will not diſpute with you about what is paſt or what is to come ; it is too late to do the firſt, 
and as for the ſecond, whatever becomes of other Arguments, Intereſt is moſt apr to prevail, 
and therefore all thet I beg of you, is to take care that you do not muſtake your own and the 
Nations Intercſt in a :matrer of juch high Concernmeat. 

There isno 1:1s Affair b:fore you than the Fate of Princes, and of three Kingdoms, which re- 
quires the moſt caim, mature, and d:liberate Advice ; and yet when you come to Lonaon, you 
will find ſuch Diſtrations and Divitions in Mens Counſels, that all the threatning Dangers 
Popery were not a more formidable proſpe& to conſidering Men, all o!d Animoitties are'revi- 
ved, and new ones fomented every day ; fome are viſibly ated by Ambirion, others by Revenge ; 
the Diſſinter 1s very buſte to undermine the Church, and the Common-wea!t hs Nan to ſubvert 
Monarchy, and the Lord have Mercy upor us all. I doubt not, bur you will readily confeſs, 
that it is the «common Intereſt to have things ſetled upon ſuch a bottom, as is moſ? like to 
laſt, and then, I am ſure, you muſt conſult both Law and Conſcience in the matter, .and keep 
to your old eſtabliſhment as near as you can ; for when there are ſo many Diſt-mpers in Mens 
Minds, and ſuch contrary Interetts, it 15 no time to innovate, it 15 no time to lay new Foundations, 
when there are frequent Earthquakes, which will not give them time to ſettle: The Revolations 
of State have been ſo quick and ſudden of Jare, that all prudent Men will be cautious how they 
try Experiments, which are commonly dangerous and uncertain, but eſpecially in matters of Go- 
vernment, which depend on the good liking of free and moral Agents, and v:hen fo many Hun- 
dred Thouſand are to be ſatisfied, you can never guels at the prevailing Opinton, by the mae 
jor Vote of a Convention. 

Let us then conſider, what is moſt likely to give the moſt general ſatifaGion to the Nation, 
for that, I am ſure, is moſt likely to be laſting ; and becauſe you may be a Stranger to theſe 
matters yet, I will give you an Account of the different Proje&ts now on foot, as well as I can 


_ 


 *earn them. 


* Some are for ſending to the King, and treating with him to return to his Government, under 


# fab legal reftraiats, as ſhall give fecuriry to the moſt jealous Perſons, for the preſervation 
if rheir 
? 


tberties, Laws, and Religion ; and if he will not conſent to this, to make the next Heir 


* .' Regent : Others are for declaring the Crown forferted or demiſed, and proclaiming the Princeſs 
_ © of Orange: Others will have the Government diflolved, and begin all de novo, and make the 


of Orange King , or crown him and the Princeſs together, and poſtpone the Tirle of 


the Princeſs Anne, till after the Prince's Death, if he ſurvive the Princeſs, I ſhall not pretend 
to tell you, which of theſe T ſhould , were it res integra ; for the queſtion 1s not, which 
you and I ſhould like beſt, but which will be the firmeſt Foundation for the Peace and Settle, 
ment of theſe Kingdoms. ; 

r. As for the firſt, though it be horribly decried, and ſuch Men fooliſhly expoſed as Friends 
to Popery and Arbitrary Power; yet I could never meet with any Man yer, who had the face to 
reje& all Treaty with the King upon any other pretence, bur that it was in vain, that it 1s um- 
poſſible he ſhould give any Security to the Nation, that he would govern by Law: which is fo 
ridiculous a'pretence, that it will ſatisfie-no body, bur thoſe who are reſolved, that he ſhall 
fever return. For, as little as I am verſed in this matter, I could frame ſuch Laws, as ſhould 

ut it utterly,out of the King's power to invade our Liberties or Religion : However, I am 
ure, we ſhould have thought our ſelves very ſecure, would the King have called a Free Parlia- 
ment, and given them liberty to have made what Laws they pleaſed, and that which would 
have given ſuch general ſatisfaQtion before, had it been granted, I ſuſpett , ſhould it be now 
ted, and refuſed, that would give as general diffatisfation ; nay the very refuſal to trear, 
will be thought ſuch a ſcandalous negle& of our Duty to a Sovereign Prince, and give ſuch 
Jealouſies to People, that thoſe who op ſe it, are only afraid, that the King ſhould comply, as 
will be the foundation of univerſal Diſcontents, which will ſhew themſeives upon the firſt occa- 
Hon. Ir is certain, would the Convention treat with the King, either they would agree, or they 
would not agree; if they could nor agree upon the propoſal 'of reaſonable Securities ; this 
would fatishe multitudes of people that they bad tried if they did agree, this would give uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction, and there were an happy end of all our Troubles. 

But now ler us ſuppoſe, that Part of the Convention ſhould prevail, which is againſt treating 
with the King, and for depoſing or ſetting him afide without more ado ; Jet us confider what 
is like to be the moſt probable confequence of rhis. 

Ir is certain, this fundamental Change in the Government cannot be made by any legal Au- 
thority ; for the Convention will not pretend to any ſuch legal Power, and there can be no 
Parliament without a King ; and a King, whoſe whole Authority depends upon a Convention, 
that has no ſuch Authority, 1s but in a weak ſtate, as to Civil Right: No Man will think him- 
{elf bound in Conſcience to obey him, and when every Mans Conſcience is free, let ſuch a Prince 
beware of Epidemical Diſcontents. And let you and I calmly conſider, what Diſcontents may 
probably arite upon ſuch a junQture. 

1. Firſt then, all thoſe who think themſelves bound by their Oath of Allegiance to defend the 
King's Perſon, his Crown, and Dignity, who wonder at Men of Law, who talk of a Forfeiture 
or Demiſe of the Crown, whi.. the King lives, and flies out of his Kingdoms, only for the ſafe- 
ry of his Perſon, and b:cauſe þ:: will not truſt himſelf in the- power of his Enemies; I fay, all 
fuch perſons will be greatly diſcontented at depoſing the King, and will never own any ather 
King, while their own King, to whom they have ſworn Allegiance, lives ; and tho' you ſhould 
ſuppoſe ſuch conſcientious Men to be very few, yet if theſe few ſhould happen to be Perſons of 
CharzGter, of known Prudence and Abilities, Integrity and Honeſty, in Church or State, their 
Examples, would give a ternble ſhock to ſuch a new tottering Government, tho' they were never 
{ rame and pcaceable, void of FaQtion and Sedition themſelves.- 

And yer Jet me tell you, you mutt not judge ofthe Numbers of theſe Men by the late general 
defettion. The whole Nation, I confeſs, was very unanimous for the Prince, great. numbers of 
Gentlemen, nay of the Kings own Soldiers, went over to him, very few, but Papiſts off:red their 
Service to the King; but the reaſon cf this was very &ident, not that they were willing to part 
with the King, and ſer up another in his room, but becauſe they were horribly afraid of Papery, 
and very deſirous to ſee the Laws arid Religion of the Nation ſerled upon the old Foundations:by 
a Free Parliament, which was all the Prince «declared for ; but many who were well-wiſhers to 
this Deſign, will not renounce their Allegiance to their King ; and now they ſee what is like to 
come of it, are aſhamed of what they have done, and ask God's Pardon for it, and are ready 
to undo it as far as they can. C-— | 

2. Beſides a thouſand occafions of Diſcontent which may happen in ſuch a Change of Govern- 
ment as this, which no body can poſſibly foreſee, and yet may have very fatal Conſequences, 
there are ſome very vilible occaſions for it beſides the ſenſe of Loyalty and Conſcience: 
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How many Diſcontents, think you, may aziſe heqwyen the Nobility and Gentry, 'who attend 
the new Conn ? Every Man will think he hasſomis' Merit, and expe ſome as of Favor, to: 
have his ſhare of Honor, and Power, and Profit, and yet a great many more muſt miſs, than 
thoſe who ſpeed, and many of thoſe, who are, xewarded, may think they ha'n'r their Deſerts, 
and be diſcontented to {ce others preferred before them ; and thoſe whoſe expeQations are diſ- 
appointed, are Loy oy too, and that is a dangerous thing, when there is another, and a rightful 
Ring to oblige ; for Duty and Diſcontent together, to be revenged if a new King, and to be re- 
conciled to an old Qne,willſhake a Throne which basſo ſandy a Foundation ; the ke may be ſaid. 
of the Soldiery,who are generally Men of Honor and Reſentment,and have the greater and ſharp- 
er Reſentments now,- becauſe they are ſenſible of their miſtake, when it is too late ; yer as they 
ought not to have fought for Popery, nor againſt the Lawsand Liberties of their Country, ſonei-: 
ther ought they to have deſerted the defence of the King's Perſon and Crown, bur have brought. 

the Prince toterms, as well as the King. | | 

Thus you eaſily foreſee, what a heavy Tax muſt be laid upon the Nation, to defray the Charge 
of this Expedition, and I believe the Country would haye paid it very cheartully and thankfully hat 
the Prince reſtored to them their Laws, and Liberties, and Religion, : together with thei: King 
but you know Men are apt to complain of every thing, when Money, is to be paid, and it ma 
be it will be thought hard to loſe their King, and to pay ſo dear for it too: And tho? what the 
Convention does1s none of the Prince's fault, no more than it was his deſign, yet angry People- 
don't uſe to diſtinguiſh ſo nicely. | 

Bur there is a greater ditficulty ſtill than all this : "There are no Contentions ſo fierce as thoſe 
abour Religion ; this gave Life and Spirit tothe Prince's Deſign, and had the main ſtroke in this 
late Revolution : And though Popery were a hated Religion, yet moſt Men are as zealous for their 
own Religion, as they are againſt Popery. Thoſe of the Church of England are very glad to get 
rid of Popery, but they will not be contented to part with their Church into the bargain, for this 
would be as bad, as they could have ſuffered under Popery. The ſeveral SeQs of Diflenters are 
glad to get rid of Popery alſo; but now they expett glorious days for themſelves, and what they 
expe&t God Almighty knows, for T am confident they don't know themfelves. Now conſider: 
how difficult it will be, for any Prince, who has but a crazy Title to the immediate polleſſion 
of the Crown, to adjuſt this matter ſo, as neither to diſguſt the Church of Eng/and, nor the DiL. 
ſenters, and if either of them be diſobliged, there is pgormdable Party made againſt thei. 

This being the Caſe, ſhould the King be depoſed, ant anffother aſcend the Throne, it will be 
neceſfry for them to keep up a ſtanding Army ro quell{uch Difcontents ; for where there are and, 
will be Diſcontents without any tye of Conſcience to reſtrain Men,there can be no defence but only 
in Power ; and this will raiſe and encreafe new Diſcontents; for it alters the frame of our Conſti-- 
rution, froma Civiltoa Military Government, which is one of the great grievances we have com- 
Plained of, and I believe E2//jb People will-not be better pleaſed with Du:c&, or” German, os : 
any foreign Soldiers, than they were with their own: Countrey-Men ; and I believe Er.g/7ſb Soldi-- 
ers will'not be extremely pleaſed to' ſee themlelves disbanded, or ſent into other Countries to ha-- 
zard their Lives,while their Places are taken up by Foreigners,who live :n eaſe, plenty, and fafery ; 
And when things are come to this paſs, which 1s fo likely, that I cannot ſee how all the Wit of 
Man can prevent it; I will ſuppoſe bur one thing more,which you will fay is not unlikely, that; 
the King return with a foreign Force tortecover his Kimgdoms, how ready will the Men of Con- 
ſcience and the Men of Diſcontent be to joyn him, nay ro invite him home again ; and if he re- 
rurns as a Conqueror, you will wiſh, when 1t 15 too-late, that you had treated with him, and 
brovght him back upon ſafe and hohonrable Terms. 

Secondly, Let us ſuppoſe naw, that all this ſhould be over-yoted (for T am ſure it can never be 
anfwered (and the Convention ſhould reſolve to proclaim the next Heir. 

7. You muſt be ſure to examin well who 1s the next Reir, that is, you muſt throughly examin 
the Pretences of the Prince of Wales ; and yer if you have not good Proofs of the Impoſture, you 
had better Jet it alone. For though the Nation has had general preſumprtions of it, yet a Male Heir 
of the Crown is mightily deſired, and People would be very fond of him, if they had one, and 
ſeem to expe& ſome berrer Proofs than meer Prefumprions againſt him,. becauſe common Fame 
has promiſed a-great deal more, and-if you ſhould either ſay nothing to it, or not what is ex- 

peed, it. would be a.very plawible pretence for diſcontented people to quarrel.” 
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2: Suppoſe - 


2. Sippofe the PrandeR df Owe Mii x 46 histhefhtr Merr,ehi Falady ofher emi: 
*Verruie Gnald Carat: ts rwpeh ker ;Whitte he Hives? Or what if fhe ſhould. 
ſeraiÞle ir hereafter, ah lect her F&her HEkis'ThitonCapain? Thisrenot impoſſible; for Victue 
is greater than a Throne. For my part, I think you wMll pur a rey hard thingupon fb excellenc 
a ay, and I pray God give her Grace to reſiſt the Tempration. A Regency 1s more tolerable, 
qauſen Nation muſt be governed;and none fo proper to govern it as the next Heir ;'bur I ſhould 
think, none who expeCt to wear a Crown, ſhould countenance Subjefts mdepoling their King nor 
accept of a Crown upon ſuch Terms, as to take it off of a Fathers Head : Irisa dangerous rhing 
for a Prince who has a Tirlero the Crown, > 'own that the Crown may be forfated or demifed 
by ſach a withdrawing ; if this be not fo,” the” Princeſs has no Righr to the poffefſion of the 
y; ry yet; and if it'be ſo, her Crown is worth a great deal leſs than formerly It was, ory 
ifſhe own this Secret by accepting the Crown, which her Anceſtors always concealet,an which 
the beſt Subje&s of England would not believe before ; what they may do after this, I know not. 
Thirdly, The nexr Deſign (I verily believewithour the knowledge or thoughr of the Prince, 
who has too greata mind to think of any thing, which 1n the opinron of any wife Man could 
ftain'and ſully his Glory) is to givethe Crown ro the Princeof Orange, for it muſt be a Gift, if 
any thing; for he has'io immediate Title to it, that T know of: 'This 15 upon a pretence, that 
the Government is diſſolved; and ' thtrefore'we muſt begin 2 nov, which 15 very ridiculous, 
when the King is ſtill alive,and the Laws m asfull force as ever,only the Regular Adminiſtration 
of Government art preſent interrupted by the King's abſence ; but this 1s not the worſt of ir, for 
it is a dangerous pretence too, eſpeciaſly to Men of Quality and Eftares, as you are ; for if the 
Government be diffolved, our Laws are diffolyed, and Honor and Property diflolved with them, , 
and then I doubt the Mobile will come in for their ſhare in the new Diviſion ofthe Lands, and 
ſerup for Men of as good: Quality as any ; for if our Lawsare gone, we rerurn to a ſtate of Na- 
cure, in which all Men are equal, and all things common ; this I believe you will not be for, 
for the Reaſon above-mentioned. | 
If then the Laws continue, the Government is not diflolved, ant the Crown 15 not a Gifr, bur 
an Inheritance ſtill, as much as your Eftate is ; and then the Prince of OranZe cannot have it in 
his own Right, becauſe his own Princefs, and the Princeſs Ame are before him ; conſider then 
what the conſequence of this Projeft. would be. _ | | | 
1. Thisalters the eſſefitial Confſtitarion' of the Engi4ſþ Government, by changing an Hereditary 
into an 'Ek&ive Monarchy, a thing Which Tknow ſome Men are yery fond of; for then the next 
pccaſion they can find to quarrel with their Prince,they may with as much-eaſe rurn it into a Com» 
———_—_ ; for when the Crown is at the Peoples diſpoſal, they may if they pleaſe keep ir to. 
elves.” : 
2. This will entangle all Men of Conſcience in new difficulties ; for the Oath of Allegiance 
does not onely bind us to the King, bur to his Heirs and Succeflors, which muſt be underſtood- 
of the-next lineal Heir,where there is no Authority toalter it ; and whatever a Parliament may be 
thought to have with' the Authoriryand Conſent of the King, no Man pretends that a Conven- | 
tion of the Eſtates has any Legal Authority. to do it. T ſhould be as heartily Bad as any Man, to 
ſee the Prince of Orange legally ſeated on the Eng/ifh Throne ; bur theſe are Dithculries I cannot 
break through. Thus I have given you my haſty Thoughts, and pray God to direCt you. 


1 am Tours. 
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AE LAT! 7 | POSTSCRIPT. 


There is one thing more I would beg of you, that the Story of: the French League to cut Prote- 
ſlant; Throats in England, may be well examined ; for this did more to drive the King out of the 
Narion, than the Princes Army ; and if this ſhould prove a Sham, as ſome, who prerend to- 
knew, fay it is, it ſeems at leaſt to be half an Argumenrto invite the King back again. In ſhorr, 
remember you are a Convention nota Parliamcar, and therefore nothing can give*Authbority to 
whar you do but the good liking. of th5 People; and: as Neceſlity only can juſtthe your ng . 
withonr the King's Writs, ſo T hope you will take care to do nothing but what mri pattie it 
ſelf to God, the King, and yous Countrey. | DE 
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